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dialogues, but a certain approximate order may be fixed.
We may take first a certain number of comparatively short dialogues, which are strongly Socratic in the following respects : first, they each seek a definition of some particular virtue or quality ; second, each suggests some relation between it and knowledge ; third) each leaves the answer somewhat open, treating the matter suggestively rather than dogmatically. These dialogues are Charmides, which treats of Temperance (jnens sana in corpore sand} ; Lysis, which treats of Friendship ; Laches, Of Courage; Ion, Of Poetic Inspiration ; Meno, Of the teachableness of Virtue ; Euthyphro, Of Piety.
The last of these may be regarded as marking a transition to a second series, which are concerned with the trial and death of Socrates. The Euthypkro opens with an allusion by Socrates to his approaching trial, and in the Apology we have a Platonic version of Socrates' speech in his own defence; in Crito we have the story of his noble self-abnegation and civic obedience after his condemnation ; in Phaedo we have his last conversation : with his friends on the subject of Immortality, and the story of his death.
Another series of the dialogues may be formed of those, more or less satirical, in which the ideas and methods of the Sophists are criticised : Protagoras,